What should be in my first set of History Day note cards?

ASSIGNED:  ___________________________
DUE:  ________________________________
· I should be able to see connections between your topic and the theme, Conflict and Compromise.    SOME of your note cards should explain, in note form, from your research, how your topic relates to the theme.  I want an explanation based in research.  This is not just your own reasoning.
· Next, I would like you to take some basic background information notes about your topic.  Your note cards should reflect that you have generated research questions from your approved claim / thesis statement and have acquired a basic understanding of your topic.  
· Cause: / Effect:   National History Day requires you to discuss the causes and effects associated with your topic.  For example, your notes should explain the causes or triggers for the conflict and compromise noted in your topic.  The causes of these conflicts and compromises, should explain the situation leading up to your topic happening.  From this point, your research should then consider the effects of these causes.  These connections should be quite easy to see.  Effects are the consequences or the outcome of the conflicts and compromises in the hours, weeks, days, months, and years that followed.
· Historical Context:  Note cards should begin to explain ties to political, social, cultural, and economic impacts your topic had.  In order to better understand how your topic fits into history, we must look at those things which surround it in time and place and which give it its meaning. By doing so, we can gain a sense of how unique or ordinary a topic seems to be, in comparison to other events and ideas.
· Political connections – Find out what was going on with the government and its policies at the time of your topic.  Look for connections between the government, their policies, and your topic.  Some will have these ties, while others will not.

· Social connections – Find out what was going on with the regular, everyday person at the time of your topic.  Be sure to consider different economic groups (poor people, average middle-class people, and rich people) Look for connections between the lives of people alive at the time of your topics.  All topics will have social connections.  You should strive to tell your topic’s story from a multitude of perspectives in order to have a well-balanced project.  Look at the story through the eyes of various groups.  
· Cultural connections – Were any cultural groups (African-Americans, Native Americans, etc.) somehow connected to your topic?  If so, begin to explain why and how. 

· Economic connections – Find out what was going on with the economy at the time of your topic.  Was our country having money troubles similar to today?  Was the country’s economy booming because of wartime production?  Look for connections between our country’s money situation and your topic.  Also, if researching a topic, not connected to our country’s finances, consider where the funding may have come from for such things as scientific research and development.  Were jobs created or lost due to your topic?  How did your topic affect the economy or how was it impacted by the economy?  Most topics will have an economic connection.
TURN OVER PLEASE (
Please do not think there is a MAGIC NUMBER of cards you need to write in order to earn a particular grade.  Rather, the quality of what is written in your notes matters.  After each set of note cards is returned, you will receive a feedback score sheet that will explain your grade and direct you as to what to work on next.  
Any time points are lost on note cards during research, you may earn all of those back at full credit, simply by doing further research and filling any voids indicated on the feedback sheet.

Note cards should be in some form of container or wrapped in a rubber band when turned in.  Ziploc bags work great.  If you are working in a group, all note cards should be turned in together.  Below is a sample score sheet, so that you can see exactly what you will be getting back from me, after I evaluate your first set of notes.
History Day Feedback and Score Sheet

	Notes, Ideas, & Suggestions
	Points Earned – note cards

	
	Note cards are worth 23 points a pack.

· 3 points – Card format:  Do you have a source number, page number, and have only 1 fact per card?  (1 point each)
· 20 points – Quality of information 

There is no magic number of cards to turn in, but I should be able to see your attempt to research the information I’ve asked for on the front.  You may not have complete detailed information noted yet, but forward progress is what I’m looking for.
· Theme connection (5 pts.)

· Cause/Effect (5 pts.)

· Basic Background (5 pts.)

· Historical Context (5 pts.)
Your format score is _____/3
Your information score is _____/20

Your total score for this set is _____/23


THANKS FOR WORKING SO HARD!  YOU WILL HAVE AN AMAZING PROJECT IF YOU JUST KEEP TRYING YOUR BEST AND FOLLOWING MY DIRECTIONS!  I PROMISE!! (
